How Storms Happen

While everyone else was tucked up in their homes, Landtj was
outside in the storm, feeling miserable. First, he saw llghtnlng

flash across the dark Slilj and then loud crash'mq thunder!

A storm can happen

after hot weather.

The warm air rises
into the clouds and
moves around, maklng
the rain particles up

there, bump aga'msl

all the icy bits which
are in the lop o]° the

clouds.

These flashes of electricity in the sky, are called lightning.
Most lightning just shoots around the clouds and we don’t see
it. But sometimes it strikes through a cloud and shoots down
to the ground, in a channel. This brlgh’[ flash o]° llthning is

only as wide as your finger, but hotter than the sun!

The llghtnlng bolt heats up the air channel which then
explodes and collapses. This is what makes the noise we hear

as thunder.
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Landy Thunder Storms
How Storms Happen

You O.l.WO.ljS see llghtnlng before you hear thunder because
llght travels much faster than sound ’[hrough the air. So, you

will always see the flash before you hear the crashing sound.
This is the way to work out how far away a thunder storm is:
When you see lightning, start counting slowly I, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6...
Stop counting when you hear the thunder. Now divide that

number o]° seconds bLj 5. Your answer will tell you, how many

miles away the storm is.
If you, counted up to I5, the storm would be 3 miles away.
If you counted up to 10, the storm would be 2 miles away.

If you counted up to 19 the storm would be neo.rllj L miles away

Safety Warning: W im
; m afety Warning ; p

. Lthtmng is very dangerous, but you are safe inside

your house or inside a car that has a hard roo]°.

If you are caught outside, do not stand under a treel

L'Lghtn'mg sometimes hits tall trees or poles.

Stalj away from waler and don’t use taps.

Don’t use electrical items that are plugged in.
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Landy Thunder Storms
DeSLgn a So.fettj Poster!

Draw a poster to show how to St(llj safe in a thunder storm:
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